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Government was formed of men who wished to deal with The
the universal discontent, not by mere savage repression, but
by attempting to remove its causes. There followed a period
of change and in many respects of advance. The man who
now rose to power was George Canning, who became Leader
of the House of Commons and the chief influence in the
Cabinet, though the Premiership remained with Lord Liver-
pool. William Huskisson, an enlightened economist, became
President of the Board of Trade, and a rising young man,
Robert Peel> became Home Secretary. This new group of
people broke away from the reactionary policy of the last
decade and launched out on new ways (Nate 226).

At home, a small beginning was at once made.  First the            \

Combination Acts, by which Pitt had forbidden workers to Repeat \
organize a strike, or to form Trade Unions, were repealed bL
(1824). This was the wrork of Francis Place. He was a
master-tailor of London, and a Radical, as the more extreme
reformers were called, and he won over Joseph Hume, a
Member of Parliament. Hume got the repeal carried through
Parliament, and when employers came in deputation to
point out the resulting strikes, which they said were ruining
trade, Hume brought up counter-deputations of workers.
It was made so clear that the workers had genuine grievances
and should not be left at the mercy of their employers, that
the repeal was confirmed. Working-men might now join
together in association, but they must not" molest" workers
who did not choose to join them.

Next Huskisson tried to remedy some of the ills of the
widespread distress and starvation. He modified the Navi-
gation Acts (finally abolished in 1849), and thus ships of
all nations could bring goods to England, and freights and
prices in consequence fell. He went further and lowered
some of the duties on foreign goods coining into England.
Yet how high those duties had been we can guess when we
find that some of those left ranged from 15 per cent to 30 per
cent. HuskissQB did not wish Parliament to repeal the Corn